
 

 

Greetings Fellow Mem-

bers, 

 

I hope that everyone had 

an enjoyable holiday sea-

son and is having success 

at keeping New Year’s 

resolutions.  I was encour-

aged to see some new 

faces as well as old ones at 

our January meeting.  Ron 

Cagle presented our sec-

tion with an update of the 

upcoming Annual Meeting 

to be held right here in 

Atlanta.  You can look for 

further updates in the Cost 

Engineering Journal. Ron 

requested any nominations 

for keynote speakers be 

forwarded to him via email 

at  .  We received a stimu-

lating and informative mes-

sage from John Hurst of 

Georgia Pacific on the 

subject of Interior Wall 

Solutions.  John dis-

cussed how various 

products can be used to 

improve costs, acceler-

ate schedules, and re-

duce risk.  In one case 

study, he demonstrated 

how the use of Dens 

Armor Plus® actually 

prevented a contractor 

from having to send sev-

eral floors of drywall to 

a landfill after the heavy 

rain storms produced by 

Hurricane Katrina in New 

Orleans, Louisiana.  This 

particular product was able 

to remain on the project 

due to its ability to shed 

moisture and resist mold.  

For more information you 

may contact John via email 

@ jkhurst@gapac.com.  I 

also would like to mention 

that the January issue of the 

Cost Engineering Journal 

displays the list of the 2010-

2011 candidates for our 

organization.  Please take 

time to review the candi-

dates and cast your vote by 

the deadline of March 15, 

2010. 

February’s Message from President Jay Carson 

 

Elsewhere in this issue of 

the Atlanta Area Section 

Newsletter you will find in 

Section President Jay Car-

son’s article admonishment 

for each of you to vote in 

AACE International’s an-

nual election. 

 

A very sad statistic relating 

to AACE International is 

that a very small fraction of 
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its members determine the 

future direction of our Asso-

ciation by voting in its elec-

tions.  Most recently, less 

than 10% of its members  
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It’s T minus five months and count-

ing…until the Atlanta Area Section 

hosts the 2010 AACE International 

Annual Meeting at the Marriott Mar-

quis. The theme for the 2010 Annual 

Meeting is “TCM: Cost Engineering 

on My Mind.”  Beginning with the Feb-

ruary 2010 issue and running through 

June, an article promoting the annual 

meeting will run in Cost Engineering.  

Below is the article that will run in 

March. 

 

 

Atlanta Marriott Marquis – Host 

Hotel for the 2010 AACEI Annual 

Meeting 

 

This is the second of several articles in 

Cost Engineering to introduce Atlanta 

and help make your attendance at the 

2010 annual meeting a fully enjoyable 

experience.  With the theme of “TCM: 

Cost Engineering on My Mind,” a 

great program is shaping up.  And, 

the meeting place could not be finer. 

 

Completed in 1985, the Atlanta Mar-

riott Marquis is one of the premiere 
hotels in the City of Atlanta.  It is the 

14th tallest skyscraper in Atlanta and 

is located in the heart of downtown 

within easy walking distance of most 

major downtown attractions.  

 

The hotel was designed by renowned 

Atlanta architect John Portman, who 

pioneered the hotel design concept of 

a central atrium with the design of the 

Hyatt Regency Atlanta in 1967.  Mr. 

Portman also was the designer of Ren-

aissance Center in Detroit (which con-

tains the tallest hotel skyscraper in the 

Western hemisphere), Embarcadero 

Center in San Francisco, and Shanghai 

Center in Shanghai, China, among 

many other notable and award-

winning projects over the past 50 

years 

  

Facts and Figures About the Mar-

riott Marquis 

 

• With a total of 50 floors, the 
hotel stands 554 feet (169 

meters) tall. 

 

• When the Marriott Marquis 
was completed, it had the 

tallest atrium in the world at 

470 feet (143 meters) high.  

This record was later broken 

by the Burj Al-Arab in Dubai. 

 

• The hotel has 1,569 rooms, 94 

suites, and 84 meeting rooms.  

With total meeting space of 

160,000 square feet, it should 

be able to accommodate the 

2010 Annual Meeting with a bit 

to spare. 

 

• There are five restaurants, four 
lounges, and 12 elevators 

within the Marriott Marquis. 

 

• The hotel is located approxi-
mately 12 miles north of At-

lanta Hartsfield-Jackson Inter-

national Airport. 

 

• Airport shuttle service and bus 
service costs $16.50 (one way); 

taxi fare is $25.00 (one way); 

and MARTA rapid transit is 

$2.25 per trip. 

 

• Parking at the hotel is valet 
only ($28.00 per day, $32.00 

for oversized vehicles).  Sur-

face parking lots are available 

in areas around the hotel at 

hourly rates. 

 

For a full virtual tour of the Marriott 

Marquis, go to http://

www.marriott.com/hotels/hotel-

photos/atlmq-atlanta-marriott-marquis .  

The Atlanta  Area Section is looking 

forward to seeing you there in person 

in June 2010.  



 

 

Atlanta Area Section Headlines 

 

Page 3 Atlanta Area Section News 

Technical paper  submission require-

ments for CCC/CCE candidates have 

recently changed, effective with the 

summer (June) exams.  Completed 

technical papers must now be submit-

ted with your application.  For more 

information, refer to 

http://www.aacei.org/certification/CC

C/techPaper.shtml 

 

 

If you have news, either personal, of 

your company, or of another Atlanta 

Area Section member or associate, 

please submit it to Communications 

Director Bill Kraus at 

bcprojsvcs@att.net for publication 

in the Atlanta Area Section Head-

lines. 

Certification Workshops Scheduled in February 

Certification Director Lowry Rouse 

announces that certification work-

shops will be held to prepare those 

interested in sitting for the Certified 

Cost Consultant (CCC), Certified Cost 

Engineer (CCE), and Certified Cost 

Technician (CCT) certification exams. 

 

Workshops will be held on Saturdays 

in February (6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th) 

from 9 AM to 12 Noon at the offices of 

Project Time & Cost, 2727 Paces Ferry 

Road, Suite 700, Atlanta, GA 30339. 

 

More information can be found at 

http://www.aaceiatlanta.com/cert.html.  

You can register by contacting Atlanta 

Area Section Certification Director 

Lowry Rouse at wmrouse@comcast.net. 

 

The Atlanta Area Section will host certi-

fication exams on Saturday, March 6. 

February Section Meeting—Michael Opitz of 3D Imaging and Consulting 

Our speaker in February will be Mi-

chael Opitz of 3D Imaging and Consult-

ing Services.  Many will remember Mi-

chael from his presentation a couple of 

years ago on laser imaging.  Michael 

wowed the audience with his demon-

stration of how this technology could 

scan existing building characteristics, 

basically preparing detailed as-built 

drawings. 

 

February’s presentation promises to be 

even more spectacular.  Michael’s tech-

nologies address a wide variety of ap-

plications that extend building informa-

tion modeling (BIM) beyond its current 

view, including developing, hosting, 

and customizing GIS specific data to the 

client’s requirements for improved 

long term cost effective management.  

These unobtrusive technologies are 

considered “Green” which reduces the 

carbon footprint and is ecologically 

friendly.  3D Imaging and Consulting 

Services is a surface and subsurface 

imaging consortium that detects, lo-

cates, marks, images and maps a wide 

range of surface and underground phe-

nomena including utilities, duct banks, 

storage tanks, objects, rebar, building 

foundations, and human remains that 

are buried, obscured underground, or 

embedded in a covering matrix. 

 

Join us on Tuesday, February 16 at 5:30 

PM at the Cross Creek Café for an en-

joyable and informative section meet-

ing presented by Michael Opitz of 3D 

Imaging and Consulting Services. 



 

 

able to vote do so. 

 

Having served for a seven-year pe-

riod on this Association’s board of 

directors, I have very strong feelings 

about this.  And, before you think that 

my diatribe here flies in the face of the 

requirement against campaigning, 

please be aware that I’m not cam-

paigning for or against any candidate, 

but rather campaigning that each of 

our members strongly consider the 

candidates and vote in whatever way 

you feel led. 

 

First, I feel that for a candidate for any 

office in our Association, whether it’s 

at the section or Association level, to 

run unopposed, gives a false image of 

our Association.  I think it says that we 

don’t have members strongly-

convicted enough in the professional 

project management / project controls 

principles espoused by AACE Interna-

tional to “put their money where their 

mouths are” by running for a leader-

ship position. 

 

When I first saw the slate of candi-

dates and saw several of them running 

unopposed, my inclination was to 

work to enlist candidates for those 

positions who could be nominated by 

petition.  However, some of them are 

running for offices where I can’t vote 

(directors of regions other than Re-

gion 3) and I finally came to my 

senses.  I, like many, have to set my 

priorities and devote time and atten-

tion to those things that matter most to 

me and I have the best opportunity to 

influence.  I had to drop the idea of 

trying to add candidates via petition 

simply as a matter of time.  I also have 

to resolve myself to the fact that it is 

difficult sometimes to engage people 

interested in assuming leadership 

positions because of time and other 

constraints. 

 

Patrick Ray and I have authored a pa-

per and will be making a presentation 

to the 2010 Annual Meeting entitled 

“Increasing Productivity in Volunteer 

Organizations” in which we discuss 

techniques intended to get people to 

take on increasing levels of responsi-

bility in an organization such as ours 

and why, for all our best interests, it is 

important.  Patrick and I will be mak-

ing that presentation to the Atlanta 

Area Section at the regular March Sec-

tion meeting on March 16 and we en-

courage all of you to attend.  We think 

we have an engaging presentation 

which will make you think some about 

your involvement in AACE Interna-

tional. 

 

Secondly, after my service at the As-

sociation level as a regional director, 

a vice president, and then going 

“through the chairs” of president-

elect, president, and past president, I 

have developed a strong insight into 

the importance of experience.  I think 

it’s invaluable for someone serving as 

a vice president to have also seen 

things from the perspective of a re-

gional director.  I think it’s important 

for a president to have had the experi-

ence of having served as a vice presi-

dent.  Whether it was as vice presi-

dent of regions, finance, administra-

tion, or technical/education/

certification is relatively immaterial, 

as far as I’m concerned. 

 

Others would say that someone run-

ning for the office of president without 

having served previously on the Asso-

ciation board of directors brings a 

new, fresh perspective to the volun-

teer leadership role of the Associa-

tion. 

 

Whether you agree with me or not, I 

value your thoughts.  Our Section 

newsletter struggles monthly with not 

having much input from the member-

ship.  The March issue of the Atlanta 

Area Section Newsletter will be pub-

lished in plenty of time for any of your 

opinions to be included and be read 

by many who may or may not vote in 

this year’s election.  Do you have an 

opinion?  Please share it with us.  

 

 In any event, Hey!  Vote!  Voting is 

online and available to all members 

and associate members in good stand-

ing beginning February 1 and ending 

March 15, 2010. 
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Hey! Vote! An Editorial by Communication Director Bill Kraus PE CCE 

(cont’d from page 1) 
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characteristics of these modern prod-

ucts and discussed fire-resistance and 

other features as well. 

 

He also provided information con-

cerning Georgia Pacific’s other gyp-

sum-based products including roof 

decking able to resist moisture and 

fire as well as damage from foot traffic 

and hail and provided information on 

use of these products to meet LEED 

and other sustainable requirements. 

moisture-related issues as well as the 

need for energy efficiency, new tech-

nologies have been in demand. 

 

John’s presentation focused on mod-

ern alternatives to cellulose-based 

(paper) facings which serve as nutri-

tion to mold.  Those alternatives in-

clude fiberglass mats instead of paper 

facings and treatment of gypsum 

cores with silicone to allow these 

sheathings to withstand incidental 

wetting during construction and in 

service during the life cycle.  John 

also provided insight into finishing 

January Section Meeting Draws a Crowd to Hear the Latest on Gypsum 

Sheathing and Insulation 

A large audience attended the January 

Atlanta Area Section meeting on Tues-

day, January 19 to hear John Hurst of 

Georgia Pacific talk about the latest in 

gypsum sheathing and insulation tech-

nology. 

 

There have been a lot of changes in 

the technology since I entered the 

construction industry in the early 70s.  

Indeed, there has been a lot of change 

in the requirements as well.  Paper-

faced gypsum sheathing, both interior 

as well as exterior, were the norm 

then.  However, with the increase in 

concerns over mold growth and other 

7-7:15 PM  Business & Announcements 

7:15 PM Program Presentation 

March 16, 2010 

April 20, 2010 

May 18, 2010 

The Atlanta Area 

Section meets at the 

Cross Creek Café, 

1221 Cross Creek 

Parkway, Atlanta, 

GA 30327. 

6:00 PM Social 

6:30 PM Dinner Or-

ders 

2009—2010 Atlanta Area Section Meeting Schedule 
The Atlanta Area Section will meet  on 

the third Tuesday of the month from 

September through May.  Mark your 

calendar now for the following: 

�September 15, 2009  

�October 20. 2009 

November 17, 2009 

December—Holiday party (to be de-

termined) 

�January 19, 2010 

February 16, 2010 

Meeting location is the Cross Creek Café, 1221 Cross Creek 

Parkway, Atlanta, GA 30327.  For a map and directions, see 

http://www.crosscreekcafe.com 

Join us at the 2010 AACE International Annual Meeting at the Atlanta Marriott Marquis 
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New Feature—Tech Corner 

As discussed elsewhere in this issue, 

all members and associate members 

in good standing are invited to cast 

your votes online between February 1 

and March 15, 2010 for officers and 

directors. 

If you haven’t yet reviewed the slate of 

candidates, refer to the January 2010 

issue of Cost Engineering or go to 

http://www.aacei.org/vote/. 

Atlanta Area Section members and 

associate members will be able to cast 

your votes for president-elect, vice 

president-finance, and vice president-

regions.  Our regional director, Asoka 

Pillai, is in the latter part of the first 

year of his two year term as are the 

vice president-administration and 

vice president-technical, education, 

and certification. 

You can access the same website be-

tween February 1 and March 15 to 

exercise your vote. 

programs, please contact 

Lowry Rouse 

(wmrouse@comcast.net) or 

visit www.aacei.org/

certification.  

• Certified Cost Technician 

(CCT) 

• Certified Forensic Claims 

Consultant (CFCC) 

…AACE International has two new 

certification programs in develop-

ment: 

• Certified Portfolio, Program, 

an d Project Manager (C3PM) 

• A certification in risk man-

agement 

…AACE International’s certification 

programs are accredited by the Coun-

cil of Engineering and Scientific Spe-

cialty Boards (CESB) as well as by the 

International Cost Engineering Coun-

cil (ICEC) 

For more information on AACE 

International’s certification 

Special Feature—AACE Trivia 
The answer to last issue’s trivia ques-

tion, “How many points will we re-

ceive for submitting the Atlanta Area 

Section entry in the Section Recogni-

tion Awards competition in time for it 

to be in headquarters by June 1, 

2010?” is 25 points.   

You could have found this answer on 

the  Section Recognition Awards Entry 

Form on our Section website at 

http://www.aaceiatlanta.com/links.ht

ml. 

Unfortunately, we received no entries 

to the January issue Trivia Contest and 

so, this month, we’ll revise this section 

from a contest  to be a repository of 

trivial but useful and interesting infor-

mation. 

 Did you know…? 

…AACE’s certification program had 

its start in the early 1970s; 

…For many years, the Certified Cost 

Consultant (CCC) and Certified Cost 

Engineer (CCE) were the two certifi-

cations offered; 

…The two programs exist separately 

because many states limit the use of 

the term “engineer” to those who hold 

accredited bachelor (or more) de-

grees in engineering ; 

…Otherwise the CCC and CCE certifi-

cation programs are identical; 

…AACE International now offers addi-

tional “specialty” certifications as fol-

lows: 

• Planning & Scheduling Pro-

fessional (PSP) 

• Earned Value Professional 

(EVP) 

• Certified Estimating Profes-

sional (CEP) 

 
 

This month we reformulate the 

Trivia Corner from a contest to a 

repository of trivial but useful and 

interesting information.  Do you 

have a question you’d like to pose 

for answering in the Trivia Corner? 



 

 

Cost engineering is defined as the area of engineering prac-

tice where engineering judgment and experience are used in 

the application of scientific principles and techniques to prob-

lems of cost estimating, cost control, business planning and 

management science, profitability analysis, project manage-

ment, and planning and scheduling. 

 

For a more in-depth discussion of cost engineering, visit 

http://www.aacei.org/membership/about/whatIsCe.shtml. 

 

 

 

Atlanta AREA Section, AACE International 

PSP, Gray Construction Consulting,       

markcundiff@hotmail.com 

 

Membership Director—James Tyre 

CCE, L-3 Communications, Titan 

Corp., james.tyre@l-3com.com 

 

Regional Director—Assaf Newmark, 

URS Corp.,  

assaf_newmark@urscorp.com 

 

 

 

The Atlanta Area Section is fortunate 

to have the support of several AACE 

International Corporate Sponsors, 

including AMEC, Black & Veatch, 

CH2M Hill, Faithful + Gould, General 

Electric, General Services Administra-

tion (GSA), Heery International, 

iParametrics, Kiewit, L-3 Communica-

tions, McDonough Bolyard Peck, Par-

sons, Project Time & Cost, and U.S. 

Cost, and possibly others.  If you’re 

employed by one of our 

Corporate Sponsors and 

we’ve missed listing them, 

President—Jay Carson CCC, Project 

Time & Cost, jay.carson@ptcinc.com 

 

Past President—Patrick Ray CCC, 

PMP, Legis Consultancy, 

p.ray@legisconsultancy.com 

 

Vice President—Don Green CCC, 

Heery International, 

dgreen@heery.com 

 

Secretary—Albert Kwong CCE, U.S. 

Cost, akwong@uscost.com 

 

Treasurer—Dave Cowan CCC, South-

ern Company, 

djcowan@southernco.com 

 

Communication Director—Bill Kraus 

PE CCE, Intl Aviation Consultants, 

bcprojsvcs@att.net 

 

Certification Director—Lowry Rouse 

CCC, CEP, Lauren Engineers & Con-

structors, wmrouse@comcast.net 

 

Scholarship Director—Mark Cundiff 

please let us know. 

 

The editor and copy boy for this news-

letter is Communication Director Bill 

Kraus PE CCE.  Please provide any 

comments or materials you’d like in-

cluded in our newsletter to 

bcprojsvcs@att.net.  
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Promoting the Planning and Management of Cost and Schedules 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.aaceiatlanta.com 


